Unresponsive asystolic cardiac arrest responding to external cardiac pacing in a patient with phaeochromocytoma.
An anaesthetised 48-year-old woman became haemodynamically unstable following biopsy of a thoracic mass suggesting a diagnosis of a thoracic phaeochromocytoma. Surgery was postponed to allow confirmatory investigations and pre-operative adrenoceptor blockade with phenoxybenzamine and labetalol. Nine days later, following resection of her phaeochromocytoma, she suffered an intra-operative asystolic cardiac arrest which was unresponsive to standard resuscitation protocols and required external cardiac pacing. We discuss the issues involved and suggest that the competitive alpha(1) adrenoceptor antagonist doxazosin may be preferable to the covalently bound mixed alpha adrenoceptor antagonist phenoxybenzamine in the pre-operative preparation of patients with phaeochromocytoma.